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ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT 

Statement 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.33 pm]: Thank you, President. I will make my comments 
brief. I want to make a few comments on the motion that was raised this morning by Hon Tjorn Sibma and also 
resume some comments I made previously about the lack of air conditioners in public housing in the north west. 

The motion today was really about the machinery of government. Clause (a) referred to socially responsible 
development, which I felt was applicable when addressing the welfare of public housing tenants living in the warmer 
areas of WA. Yesterday, during question time the Leader of the House responded to the Victorian government’s 
announcement that it would provide air conditioners for low income households. I dug into Hansard and found 
the Leader of the House’s words, which were — 

… I think it is amusing that Victoria has put air conditioning into public housing. They need heating; I do 
not know that they need air conditioning as much. 

I would like to inform the Leader of the House that the air conditioners provided by the Victorian government are 
reverse cycle, such is the generosity of the Victorian government in this space. 

I also asked the Minister for Housing a question yesterday about whether he would review the public housing 
rental policy in response to the extreme heat that people in the northern part of this state have been experiencing in 
the last few months. Unfortunately, the question was dodged. I am finding it difficult at times to get straightforward 
answers from some ministers. A simple yes or no answer to this question would be appreciated, and I am sure it 
would be appreciated by the 4 000-plus people living in public housing in the northern areas of WA. 

I also draw to the minister’s attention the negative health outcomes for people who live in extreme climates, which 
are well documented. There has been some research in this area conducted by this government. It commissioned 
a report to be done by the Climate Health WA inquiry in 2020. Its final report states — 

Heat often exacerbates existing health issues, placing some people at greater risk. 

We know that 60 per cent of public housing tenants are in that vulnerable category. They are older and generally have 
disabilities, and that makes them particularly vulnerable to the effects of extreme heat, which has been experienced 
in the Kimberley and Pilbara recently. 

I quickly also want to note a Facebook post by Channel Nine News. We certainly should not be putting too 
much stock into Facebook polls, but they can be useful as a general social barometer. The post posed the question: 
should air conditioning be installed in rental properties? The overwhelming response was yes, with 11 000 people 
responding—10 000 people agreed and 1 000 people did not. 

Lastly, I would like to draw to the Minister for Housing’s attention the current weather forecast for the north west 
of the state, which is extremely hot. I know Perth has been experiencing some very hot temperatures, but it is 
worse in the northern parts of WA. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate my call for the Minister for Housing to provide a straightforward answer on 
the question about whether the public housing rental policy can be reviewed. 
 


	ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT
	Statement


